Mont. 1671217

Ridout House 1930's
¥artinsburg Vicinity

Private

This two story frame house consists of a principal
block of four rooms down and four up with one story sun
porches" on either gable end. It is the replacement of
an earlier log house that was probably built when these
©jack landowners acquired the property in 1867.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story frame house is now abandoned, its interior has been
vandalized, and the entire site overgrown with vines and hushes., The
result is a house that is in ruinous condition, one that will soon,
no doubt, be demolished, 1In earlier days it was a handsone dwelling,
and was significantly different from the other homes of 3Black land-
owners in the Martinshurg communitv,

The house stands a short distance from the “White's Terry Road on the
south side, It faces north, and the line of its 7able roof runs east-
west, The orincipal block i3 a two storv frame section with a facade
of three mars: a door centrallv locate? with twoPindows flanking it,
the tvrical arranjeaant for +-» c"*viving houses in Martinshurg of the
late 19th century Ilachk landcner: mlive tlho ct’rx tousen, “oooveyr,
this cre was tie roons Jeen., ACross the Sront ha? henn added a shad
morch supported with square nosts. It is in the niilst of colla-se,

a

Two rooms, whozce design indicate they were »uilt as "sun porches" wern
aﬂfec to each gable end. ©Cne was nlace? on the northeast side; its east
all held three large single sash windowus, each with eight wide ranes,
Its north wall held two windows, each w7ith a single qaak containing three

small nanes Vertically aligned. The other "sun porch" was »nlaced on

the southwest side and it was illuminated bv double French 4doors in the
walls, each containing six panes in one door. There Wwas one set

of doors in the south wall, three in the west wall, and two in the north
Wwall. These features are highlv unusual in rural houses of Black
families and in fact have not been found in any other houses of Black
families surveyed in southern ‘laryland or in ‘lontgomery County. mhey
were added in the second -uarter of the 20th century nmost likely

perhans in order to convert this dwelling to a summer house,

The interior consists of four rooms downstairs in the princiral bhlock.
They are illuminated by windows with double hung sashes with two over

two lights, like the other turn of the century houses of “Martinsburg,

A bhoxed stairway ascends the south wall of the east front room. The
wast front room was warmed hy a stove, since there was a hrick stove flue
ascending the exterior of the west wall., Another stove flue ascended
along the nartition between the two hack rooms with onenings for stove
nines for each room, Around the flue in the west »ack room was a nlain
mantle sunported hv chamnfered nosts., The walls were covered with several
lavers of colorful wall naner, These featuras suggest that this room mav
have been the narlor, since the front rooms are simnly »ainted light bHlue
and lack comnard®le decorative nualities,

The frame of commercially sawn timbers is attached -7ith wire nails, The
axtericr is sheathed with weatherh:carls ard -ith rel :rich tarparer
317irg., Tre interior was covernd onlv with nlasterhoard; thers was
no 2videnca of any earlier wocden si'ing,

The unshtairs consisted of four rooms in tme rrincinal »loc, nlus another

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
room ahove the "sun porch" adde? to the northaast sziie,
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This house stands on provertv trat was »nurchased »y the Ridout family soon
after the Civil Wwar, According to oral informants Temuel Sraham and
Evelyn Herbert in Martinshurg, the Ridouts were Black. 1o members of the
Ridout family have been located., The deed L/F: EBP 6£/113 shows that

James H, Ridout obtained this nromerty (3.42 acres) from William Viers
on February 1, 1867, The Hoonkins Atlas of ‘lontqomery County (1879)
shows the name "Jas. Ridout™ in Martinshurg as one of the landowners,

though the location of the property is erroneously placed east of the
jct. of White's Ferry Road and the Martinshurg-Dickerson Roads, instead
of west., Together these records establish the Ridout family as among the
earliest Black landowners in Martinsburg.

As for the house, Lemuel Graham and Tvelyn Herbhert recalled

that it was built "before my time", (turn of the centurv). The
presence of the wire nails in the original portion of the frame show that
it was built in the 1880's at the earliest, so it was not the Ridout
dwelling occupied in the 1860's and 70's. The presence of the plaster-
board in the interior is puzzling. A house of this high standard for
the times would have been finished inside with some type of siding, vet
there is no evidence of any material except the plasterboard. Although
this surveyor does not know the exact date of the use of rlasterboard, I
associate with the second gquarter of the 20th century, not with the late
1800's or early 1900's, especially in rural Maryland., For this reason,
it is possible that the house was built in the 1920's, rather than
earlier.

The house possesses some unusual features in comparison to other
‘homes of rural black famllles in the area. Because the house 1s so
overgrown, 1t is unfortunately not possible to photograph i1t thoroughly..

Another interview with Evelyn Herbert has revealed that this house was
first a log cabin, and it was pulled down. In the 1930's, the owmer of
the store on the . southwest corner of Elmer School Rd. and white's Ferry

Rd., a man named Stone, was hired by Charles Ridout to re-build this
ouse, Evelyn says, Thus, the house on the site today was built in

v ' is the replacement of the earlier log house, which was
sggi%zgotg %Eg é%her hgmgs of the early Black landowners o} Martinsburg.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

SUGARLOAF REGIU

Box 87, Stronzh
Dickerson, Md. 2
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